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A LETTER, &c. 



SIR, 

In congratulating you on the triumph you 
have obtained, I am but adding my feeble voice 
to the shout which re-echoes* from one end of 
this island to the other, at the victory obtained 
in this University of genuine Protestant princi- 
ples, over the adherents of the cruel and perse- 
cuting, nay, intolerant and bigoted Church of 
Rome. 

On you the eyes of all England, of all Europe, 
are fixed, as the successful champion of what 
seemed a falling cause ; as the last hope of this 
ancient University, when alarmed and per- 
plexed by an act of unparalleled apostacy ; when 
it might have been said of her : — 

" Deserted in her utmost need 
By those her former bouuty fed, 
On the bare ground exposed she lies. 
Without a friend to close her eyes." •■'*'nV'»*#(l 



But I cannot forbear adding to my congratu- 
lations a few words of advice, or rather of ex- 
hortation, as to your future conduct. Not that 
you have given us any reason to doubt what 
your course will be, but that I wish to afford 
you, as far as the power of my feeble pen ex- 
tends, the satisfaction of knowing how com- 
pletely your principles command the sympathy 
of truly honest and British hearts. 
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Idem trecenti ji 

Yours has been the triumph of consistency ; 
and it has strongly displayed the disgust and 
contempt with which, at Oxford at least, incon- 
sistency is regarded. Let consistency be your 
guide ; continue, through evil report and gootl 
report, to oppose to the very last the admission 
of the Pope's adherents to a share of civil 
power. The Roman Catholic religion is un- 
changeable. Not to dwell on their own decla- 
rations to that purport, (and when a man does 
change his system is he not the first to an- 
nounce it ?) Not to dwell, I say, on what they 
profess, it is evident, from the nature of their 
religion, that it never can change. Their impious, 
blasphemous, and absurd claim to infallibility 
precludes them from changing; at least from 
acknowledging the change. It is evident to 



common sense that no mortal man is infal- 
lible ; no church, therefore, can be exempt 
from the possibility of error ; but the Roman 
Catholics, even if in their hearts they are con- 
scious of error, feel bound never to acknow- 
ledge it. Let nothing, then, induce ^o« to alter 
your course. The example of your predecessor 
may convince you that the statesman who, 
under any circumstances, retracts his opinions 
or alters his measures, is irretrievably disgraced. 
I might say to you, were there need, as the 
ancient king said to the judge whose seat was 
covered with the skin of his predecessor, " Re- 
member where you sit." 

Persevere, therefore, undismayed by any un- 
favourable appearances. You have, as you 
well know, on your side, the rising talent of 
this University. You have the voice of the 
people, the heaven-inspired token of truth, the 
proverbial " Vox Dei," raised in support of the 
Protestant cause. In that cause the very stones 
may be said to cry out ; for every wall bears 
inscribed that short but emphatic ebullition of 
true Protestant feeling, " No Popery." The 
mouths of the very babes and sucklings are elo- 
quent in that cause — witness the numberless 
petitions crowded with the signatures of every 
rank, age, and sex. I know that our adver- 
saries affect to deride these petitions on that 




very account; I am rather disposed to boast of 
the circumstance. Is not truth as likely to find 
an abode in the gentle bosom of the fair sex as 
in that of man ? Are the unsophisticated youth, 
the " pueri incorruptffique puell^" of our land, 
less to be listened to, on a question which af- 
fects their vital interest, than the hoary politi- 
cian, long hackneyed in the ways of men? 
Poor husbandmen and weavers were burned 
for their religion in the days of bloody Queen 
Mary ; if their lowly station did not exempt 
them from this fate, it ought not to preclude 
them from taking precautions against it. 

Let the worse come that may, there never 
will be wanting a crowd of loyal and devoted 
subjects to rally round the throne, and, at the 
hazard of their lives (if force be necessary) to 
deliver their King from those pernicious ad- 
visers who would lead him into measures op- 
posite to the welfare and the wishes of his 
people. 

Continue, then, as you have begun, boldly to 
lift up your voice in the senate, well assured 
that whatever majorities may there for a time 
be obtained, the great mass ol" the English peo- 
ple are united in afirm, an unconquerable attach- 
ment to the establishment, and detestation of 
the religion of Rome ; and that that establish- 
ment must shortly be overthrown, that corrupt 



religion universally predomiuant, if once the 
legal barriers of Protestantism are destroyed. 
Such is the encroaching character of the Ca- 
thoHc religion, that if once its professors gain a 
footing in Parliament, our Protestant establish- 
ment will melt away like a vapour, the people 
will join the church of Rome by millions, and 
we shall live to see the Pope once more extend 
his dominion over the whole of Christendom. 

In short, there is no knowing where the evil 
is to stop, if we once infringe the fundamental 
principles of the British constitution. That 
constitution was fixed on an immutable basis at 
the memorable Revolution of 1688, and the 
principles then laid down (with the addition of 
the subsequent exclusion of Papists from par- 
liament) form the only safe standard to guide 
the decisions of a British legislature, both now 
and to the end of time. 

Be not deluded, then, by any chimerical no- 
tions of improving the state of Ireland, and 
promoting the peace of a country which (as you 
have justly observed}has always appeared to be 
marked out by fate as the scene of contention 
and bloodshed. There were troubles in Ireland 
long before the Catholic claims were advanced; 
long before the Reformation ; how idle, there- 
fore, must be the theories of those who talk, in 
the nineteenth century, of ameliorating the 




coodition of a country thus doomed to eternal 
discord and misery ! 

I cannot conclude without a few words re- 
lative to your opinions and practice on other 
points. Some of your opponents, and some 
even of your supporters, give out that you are 
of the low church party ; that you are a patron 
of Bible Societies ; nay, that you are a zealous 
advocate of a certain floating ark, in which 
there is as strange an assemblage of different 
religions as there was of different animals in 
Noah's ark— in which a Moravian, perhaps, 
preaches in the morning, and a Jumper or a 
Swedenborgian in the forenoon ; while, 
perhaps, on the ensuing Sunday, a high Cal- 
vinistic discourse in the afternoon is softened, 
like a tragedy on the stage, by the entertain- 
ment of a Socinian sermon in the evening. I 
mention these things just as they are reported, 
without saying or knowing any thing of the 
truth or falsity of the reports, or the propriety 
or impropriety of the practices. All 1 would 
urge is, whatever are your principles or prac- 
tices, keep to them. We are, as you probably 
know, most of us high churchmen, but we are 
more tolerant even of error than of inconsis- 
tency. 

■'Setvctur ad imum, 
" Quails ab incepto processerit, et ailii ronstet.*' 
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We should prefer even a Roniaa Catholic, 
who was steady to the principles in which he 
had been brought up, to one who had, on what- 
ever grounds, once changed his system ; for 
who can tell that he may not change again? Of 
course, there is an exception in favour of the illus- 
trious men who were the authors of our Reforma- 
tion ; but with that exception, I say, let all 
men keep steadily to the religion of their fa- 
thers ; and let every man adhere firmly to the 
system he has once embraced, and support the 
measures he has once advocated. 



" Tenacem propositi virum, 
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Si Fractus illabatur orbis, 
Impavidum ferient ruinee.'' 

That is, as one might apply the maxim to 
modern circumstances, if our empire be broken 
asunder, contemplate the crash without fear. 
If the flames of rebellion break out in Ireland, 
let them be quenched in the blood of the in- 
habitants. Any thing, rather than give place 
to the destructive, persecuting, sanguinary re- 
ligion of Rome ; any thing rather than forfeit 
your character for consistency, by giving way 
to any consideration of circumstances — any 
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vague and abstract theories of justice or ex- 
pediency. 

By adhering to these principles. Sir, you will 
ever be the worthy representative, as you are 
the glory and the boast of those to whom you 
owe your present elevation. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most devoted humble servant, 

A Member of the Ukivebsitt 
OF Oxford. 
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